[HIV-1 infection in patients with hemophilia. The Argentinian experience from 1983 to 1990].
We present studies on the evolution of HIV-1 infection in 638 hemophilic patients receiving commercial antihemophilic concentrates (CAH) at the Institute of Hematological Research and the Argentine Foundation of Hemophilia between 1983 and 1990. Positive serology for HIV-1 was detected in 30% of the patients studied. Prevalence of HIV-1 infection was higher (about 70%) in the group with severe hemophilia requiring more CAH, but there were no differences between patients with hemophilia A or B. Sexual transmission was demonstrated in 8/64 women (13%) with stable sexual relationship with HIV-1 + hemophilic patients. Three of them became pregnant, and HIV-1 infection was demonstrated in two of the three children. In general, the clinical evolution, as well as the hematologic and immunologic parameters of infected patients were similar to those described for the hemophilic population in other occidental countries. Opportunistic infections were also those observed elsewhere (with predominance of P. carinii pneumonia and disseminated Candida infections). However, the presence of fatal chagasic encephalitis in two of the patients with AIDS is unusual. Thus, central nervous system localization of T. cruzi (which can be observed during the acute period of T. cruzi infection or in immunosuppressed patients), must be considered as a possible severe complication of HIV-1 disease in T. cruzi infected patients.